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Spink Hosts an Exhibition of Stamps and Postal
History of The Falkland Islands.

Spink is delighted to host an exhibition of Falldaslands Stamps and
Postal History to take place at the recently retexvaGallery and

Salerooms at 69 Southampton Row, London. The @idribopens to

the public at noon on the 29 October 2007 and outie week, closing
at 16.30 on Friday 2nd November. This outstandimdj comprehensive
display covers the period from the 1820’s throughhie early 1980's

and includes many unique and rare items of Falklslaehds philately.

There are 40 frames of Stamps and Postal Histdrigese provide a
fascinating insight into the early history of ttedahds, the development
of the postal service, the issued stamps and datioek. The displays,
especially prepared and presented by members dfdhdand Islands
Philatelic Study Group, cover the early historyotigh to the stamps of
the current monarch with all aspects being displayeA random
selection from the exhibits includes, Queen Vietdiligh Values, early
Antarctic Expeditions, the 1914 Battle for The Hafid Islands,
comprehensive coverage of King George V and Vieetspof WWII
and Air mails, to name but a few. In additionlie temarkable displays
the British Forces Post Office is also participgtiand providing a
special cover to commemorate the exhibition.
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The Falkland Islands is an Overseas Territory of te United
Kingdom.

The Islands are internally self
governing with the exception of
defence and foreign affairs, which
remain the responsibility of the British
Government. The Governor formally
exercises executive authority on behalf
of Her Majesty’s Government, although
in practice policy decisions are taken by
the elected members of the Government. There igtg eouncillors,
elected every four years, who form Legislative Gouto pass laws and
approve financial provision. Executive Councilatkd by the Governor,
comprises 3 elected members who vote on policyessvith advice from
the Financial Secretary, Chief Executive, Attornégyeneral and
Commander British Forces.

The most recent Governor was His Excelle|,
Howard Pearce CVO. He is a UK career For¢ |
Office civil servant and his role encompassed |
domestic and diplomatic relationships. He ¢
acted as Commissioner for South Georgia andp
South Sandwich Islands. Government House h
small staff of UK civil servants, and plays hosis
numerous distinguished visitors to the Islands.

Acknowledgement : FI Development Corporation wbsi
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FALKLAND ISLANDS PHILATELIC STUDY GROUP

Upland Goose

Greetings from the Chairman

The study group’s Chairman extends a warm welcam@ti and hopes
that you will enjoy this exhibition of Falkland #sids’ philately. The
40 frames of displays have been compiled from iddial members’
collections, each assembled with care, attentioth dedication over
many years. Many unique pieces are on displaypfieh do so many
come together at the same time, to make this didnbtollectively

itself, truly exceptional!

We thank Spink for hosting and organising this sta and trust that
all visitors take pleasure in browsing this exhipiide and viewing the
displays. If you would like to discover more abdbe stamps and
postal history of the Falkland Islands, come anih jBIPSG, the
Falkland Islands Philatelic Study Group, take otieoor pamphlets
giving details of how to join, or go to our websdaewww.fipsg.org
Members receive per year four issues of our clugazniae ‘The Upland
Goose’.  Hugh Osborne.
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FRAME 1: HISTORY OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

This exhibit and the following 39 frames has beempiled from the
collections of members of the Falkland Islandsa&biic Study Group to
show the stamps used by the Islanders for thefespondence, and the
postal history of Falkland mail, sent internallydasverseas.

The display opens with a thematic display tellihg story of the British
colony to 1982. It continues by showing mail frahe early visiting
sealers and ships, the pre-stamp era, through8g, 1ith examples of
stamps and covers from the Victorian, EdwardianorGean and
Elizabethan periods.

Throughout the early period, the incoming and ouggamail arrived

and left by ship, the nearest ‘Airmail’ airport Wasated at Montevideo,
Uruguay, but from 1948 the Islands enjoyed the fy»af some of the
mail being delivered by air with the establishmehthe Falkland Island
Government Airmail Service (FIGAS) and from 198ireil to the rest
of the world through the British Forces Service Agcension Island to
Brize Norton in the UK.

The main post office is located at Stanley, thatagmn East Falkland,
opening in 1861, with a sub office at Fox Bay, Wealkland opening in
1899, and the latest at Mount Pleasant in 1984.

In line with the rise and fall of the Whaling indys offices were
opened at New Island (1909~17), South Georgia 09 18till active, at
times of visiting tourists) and South Shetlands1@91). Under
Operation Tabarin, the forerunner to today’s Bmit&ntarctic Survey,
further post offices were established in South @yknand Graham
Land, but operational only when the bases were ethnn

FRAME 2: EARLY POSTAL HISTORY TO 1878.

After the establishment of a permanent settlemgr@deat Britain in the
Falkland Islands in 1833, the first civil Goverrarived in 1842. Ten
years followed in which postal communications wiile outside world
were wholly dependent on the irregular arrangeméetsmanaged to
make with provisioning ships, sealers, whalers @thér chance callers.
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The postal rate at this time was high, 2s.7d. fackpt mail. The
situation changed with the incorporation of the kkald Islands

Company in 1851 and the first mail contract wasiaiyon 21 April

1852. A regular mail service was established wifliings every two
months and the packet rate was reduced to 1s.rtAefureduction took
place in 1858 but it was not until the Falklandatgls joined the
Universal Postal Union on 1 April 1879 that theeratas reduced to 4d.
perv20z.

THE PRE-STAMP PERIOD (1827-1868)

The Pre-stamp period (1827-1868) shows a large number of covers
from the period before the introduction of any pbsharkings (pre
1869) or indeed a Post Office, and these coveradecthe second
earliest known cover from the Falklands (1827) as well as te
earliest known covers to the Islands (1843 and 1844). It alsdains
theonly known Soldier’s/Sailor's Concessionary Rate cover (1841,
only known Consignees Letter (1857) from the pre-stamp perdod,
theonly known Forwarding Agents Letter (1868).

THE FRANK PERIOD (1869-1878)

The Frank-period (1869-1878) is also well covered with no less than
four Black Frank covers, including one of six knoRegistered covers
to GB, one of five known covers to other countrasd theonly known
Registered cover not addressed to GB. The Red$§ e represented
by three covers includingne of three knownRegistered covers, and
theonly known example not addressed to GB. This section alsaesho
the only known unpaid cover from the Frank period with a Falkland
Islands postmark (1876) as well as tharliest known inland letter
(1874).

THE POSTAL MARKINGS

The first postmarks were ordered by the Coloniar&ary, Mr Henry

Byng, on 11 March 1868. The four markings ordenegte the Black

Frank, the First Datestamp (F.1), the First CrowegiRered marking
and the Deficient Postage marking. The earliestnuse is on a cover
dated 4 January 1869.

POSTAL RATES -
LETTER RATES TO GREAT BRITAIN
1840 2s.7d. péroz. (packet letters),
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8d. perz0z. (ship letters)

1850 Soldiers Concessionary rate 1d.

1852 (7 June) 1s. p&oz. (packet letters)

1856 Books and printed papers 1d. each

1858 (25 June) 6d. p&oz., Printed matters 1d. per
40z.

1862 (1 June) Registration fee 6d. (to GB)

1866 (1 February) Registration fee 4d. (to GB)
Prior to April 1879 the postal rates to other degibns were the postal
rate to Great Britain plus the GPO rate from GrBatain to the
destination; many different rates were in forcehef®e is one known
exception. The rate to Montevideo was 4d. onlyrduthe 1870’s.

FRAME 3: QUEEN VICTORIA STAMPS, 1878~92.

In 1877 Bradbury Wilkinson was given the task oinping the first
Falkland Islands postage stamps. An elegant defsigarporating
Queen Victoria’s head engraved by Herbert Bourne tfee 1876
Revenue stamps of Griqualand West was chosen.allyijust two
denominations were required, a 6d for letters ahd for printed matter,
but a 1/- stamp was added later in 1878. Additideaominations were
added when required. The first stamps in 1878 \wearded on a paper
made by Richard Turner of Chafford Mills, Kent aaré without Crown
Agents watermark.

The Falkland Islands joined the U.P.U. in 1879 padtage was further
reduced to 4d. Some of the 1879 4d stamps show gfathe
papermaker’s watermark.

All subsequent reprints were made on Crown Agenédemnarked
paper. These are a little taller than those mitte De La Rue and 1d
and 4d reprints were required at regular intervals.

In 1891 the postage was further reduced for mathiwithe British
Empire to 2%2d. % d and 2% d stamps were orderedalad following
the loss of the first printings in an accidented,shese stamps were not
put on sale until September, so for nine monthstahps were bisected
and used as Y2 ds.
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2d and 9d denominations were added in 1895, anda65/- stamps
were printed in 1898. The 2/6 was chosen as ‘tbst ineautiful stamp
in the world'.

FRAME 4: QUEEN VICTORIA HIGH VALUE STAMPS & POST
CARDS.

1898 HIGH VALUES : MOST BEAUTIFUL STAMP IN THE
WORLD.

The Falkland Islands Company pleaded for high vakaenps because
of the high postage on parcels that had to be thadeEngland and
these were first issued in 1898.

These fine designs by Bradbury Wilkinson were amitregbest and in
1904 the 2s.6d value in a rich deep blue was vbieghilatelists in
America as the most beautiful stamp in the Wortlde ‘combination of
engraving, design, lettering and colour which nmistises and satisfies
the eye, and that blending of the component panistwproduces to the
greatest degree a beautiful perfect and completdeivh

Printer's samples demonstrating the work of thatprs are found in the
different UPU colours.

Excellence of design has remained a tradition dél&ad Islands stamps
ever since.

QUEEN VICTORIA POST CARDS

Following the rules of the Universal Postal Uni®ostal Stationery was
issued in the Falklands Islands from 1884 firstlthva penny halfpenny
post card printed in brown by De La Rue.

Master Die Proofs were struck for most colonieeddt3 Sep 1883 and
were followed by a proof bearing the image of ttearg in pencil dated
5 Oct 1883. The post card was first issued in 1i88dwed by reply
paid post cards in 1885.

Rules governing postage rates dictated that theagedor a post card
should not exceed 50% of the single letter rates tvhen the postage
rate for letters was reduced from 4d to @ in 1891, the postage rate for
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post cards had to be reduced and the Falklanddislapted for a one
penny post card printed in red together with rg@jd post cards, both
issued in 1892. Postage envelopes followed later.

FRAMES 5 & 6: QUEEN VICTORIA POSTAL HISTORY.

The earliest letters to and from the Falkland Ildtarcan only be
identified by their contents. It was not until B8Ghat a black

rectangular “FALKLAND PAID ISLANDS” hand stamp was
introduced followed by the more prominent circutad marking in

1876.

The arrival of the first postage stamps in 1878ncidied with a
reduction in the postage rate to 4d. per %0z td blo¢ Empire and
Foreign destinations. From 1880 it was the Kosirine of Germany
which held the mail contract for the Islands witbnthly sailings to and
from South America and Europe.

There were further reductions in the postage @theé Empire in 1891
to 2%d per %20z and in 1898 when it was reducedit@ér %20z. The
reduction in 1891 should have coincided with theéval of a supply of
%d and 2%d stamps but the Kosmos ship which caitiexth foundered
on the way south. This was the reason for thecbigg of the 1d.
stamps when the rate was reduced. The furthectieduo a 1d. rate in
1898 endured until 1966 for mail inside the Islaadsl until 1948 on
mail to UK and the Commonwealth. Mail to Foreigestinations
continued at the rate of 4d per Y20z until 1898 witemas reduced to
2%d per ¥20z. to correspond with the Commonwealtrafial

The late Victorian era also saw the introductionpoftcards, picture
postcards and formula registered envelopes. Adsehrates and
examples of postal stationery are represented én fdtlowing two
frames.
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FRAME 7: KING EDWARD VII STAMPS, 1904~12.

This exhibit shows the De La Rue printings on skieng King Edward
VII's reign and the Bradbury Wilkinson 9d which ramed on sale until
1912.

Crown Agents recommended that the Edward VIl stasipsuld be
printed by De La Rue, as they already supplied nodgheir stamp
requirements. De La Rue was keen to promote sligiace printed ‘key
plate’ system. However, the Falkland Islands Goewemt insisted that
they should be as similar as possible to the pusvidictorian issue and
that they should be printed using the copper-pglateess.

This together with De La Rue’s requests as to wdrethe words
‘Postage’ and ‘Revenue’ should be added to thegdegd to a delay of
over two years. The King's head was the work ofilHruchs an
Austrian designer. Denominations were printed wttenneed arose.
The first stamps to be printed in 1904 were the Xddand 2%d and a 3/-
value. These were line perforated in vertical heé ten rows of six,
except for the larger 3/- in a sheet of thirty €fisows of six.) The latter
was a replacement for the Victorian 2/6 stamp a&fiected an increase
in revenue charges. A 5/- denomination followedrlen the same year.
All these stamps were line perforated.

The 2d, 6d and 1/- printings, however, were comidopated in six

horizontal rows of ten. Further printings of alllwes except the 5/-
were made until 1911. The new stamps maintainb@fa standard of
design and production despite being slightly smafieorder to fit the

size of Crown CA watermarked paper. No printing the 9d

denomination was required as the Victorian 9d fitble 1896 printing

remained on sale throughout King Edwards VII's neig
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FRAME 8: KING EDWARD VII POSTAL HISTORY.

Although King Edward VII became the King in Janud801 and died
in May 1910, the Falkland Islands did not issue atamps with his
portrait until July 1904, and stamps with King Gg®i/ were not issued
until July 1912. Therefore, in Falkland Islandsilgtely, the King
Edward VII period spans between 1904 and 1912. inQuhis period
new Post Offices were established on New Islandiglsas on South
Georgia and a number of new postal markings wdredaced. There
were also some small changes of the postal rateseinsee below.

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE PERIOD

This frame shows examples of postal history froms fheriod and it
includes a number of interesting items, includingcaver from the
Swedish Magellanian Expedition (1908), examplesttod 1d. dull
coppery red on postcard and cover (1909), the @ddish purple on

cover (1913), the'2d. deep blue on cover (1912), examples of Charles

Williams perfin, a registered cover from Fox Baytlwithe second
Crown Registered marking (1908), examples of thikl&=d Islands
postmark used at Fox Bay between 1907 and 1914Né#we Islands
manuscript postmark including a cover (1909), asll vees four
covers/cards with the second New Island postmark.

POSTAL MARKINGS OF FOX BAY AND NEW ISLAND

A selection of scarce markings were introduced seduduring this
period at the Post Offices at Fox Bay and New tslagecond Crown
Registered, used at Fox Bay (1899-1914); Falklasaintls datestamp
type F.4F used at Fox Bay (1907-1914); ManusciijEw Is” Type N.1
(1909); New Island datestamp Type N.2 (1909-1917).

POSTAL RATES

Most of the postal rates introduced during the Qu¥etoria period
remained unchanged during the King Edward VII pkrioThere was
only one major change during this period and thas Whe change from
charging pet20z. to per 10z., which took place in 1907.

GREAT BRITAIN AND THE EMPIRE
1891 (1 January) Registration fee 2d., Postcaids 1
1898 (25 December)  1d. pgoz., Printed mattergd. per
20z.
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Parcels to GB 1s.(3 Ibs), 2s.(7 Ibs),
3s.(11 Ibs)
1907 (1 October) 1d. per oz.

FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Foreign printed matter rates are the same as feat@ritain and the

Empire.
1891 (1 January) Registration fee 2d.
1898 (25 December) Y2d. per¥20z., Postcards 1d.
1907 (1 October) 12d. for 1loz. + ¥2d. per additional oz.

FRAME 9: EARLY ANTARCTIC EXPEDITIONS, 1901~12.

The display has a sample range of ANTARCTIC EXPHDN related
mail using Falkland Islands stamps, and ingoing I ntai the
Dependencies.

This illustrates the extensive activity in the areaAlso included are
some contemporary related items such as Postcaddstters.

In the early 20th century a number of Antarctic &ditions from mainly
European nations set out to increase Scientific &webgraphic
knowledge with new discoveries around the SoutlaFegions.

Much occurred on the ANTARCTIC PENINSULA and WEDDEL
SEA area, touching the jurisdiction of the Falklalsbnds and its
Dependencies.

Two of the major British names from history, are GO and
SHACKLETON who feature in this frame.

FRAME 10: PSNC SOCIAL HISTORY, 1900~1914.

The postcards, produced for passenger liners batd860~15, were
printed by ANDREW REID, of Newcastle, with the egtien of the
‘Niki-Polychrom’ series.

A young and enterprising American, William Wheelgiri, gained an
astonishing concession from the Government of Ghile837 to operate
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steamships in their coastal waters, which led diredo the
incorporation of the Pacific Steam Navigation CompdPSNC] in
1838.

The Company expanded stead
and a Liverpool - Valparais
service commenced in 1868,
followed by a Post Officq
contract in 1869 to carry mails o
and from Montevideo. A
considerable number of shigs
were built in the ensuing years,
such that by 1873 PSNC becarhe
the largest steamship companylin
the world.

y

=4

In 1900, the Company took over
the contract operated by the
German ‘Kosmos’ compan
since 1880 to carry mail betwegn
Europe and the Falkland Islands,
and this coincided with th¢
decision to provide thei
passenger vessels with ‘name
picture postcards. Andrew Reid produced the nigjodf these
beautifully designed cards that form the substaidkis display.

d?SNC route map, printed 1909, (40% size).

FRAME 11: WORLD WAR |, BATTLE OF THE FALKLAND
ISLANDS.

The Battle of the Falkland Islands was fought oe &th. December
1914. It was a naval engagement between a Briighadron of
warships commanded by Vice-Admiral Sir FrederickvBion Sturdee
and the German East Asiatic Squadron commanded ity-Admiral
Maximilian Graf von Spee. The battle was a resmgndictory for the
British squadron and avenged the los$ld¥l.S. Good HopandH.M.S.
Monmouthat the earlier Battle of Coronel, off the coasCdiile on the
1st. November 1914. In the Battle of the Falklasidnds 10 British
sailors were killed but the Germans killed numbele8i71 including
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Vice-Admiral von Spee. The German survivors of Hadtle totalled

215 and these were brought back to the United Kingds prisoners of
war. The only German warship to escape from tiidebaas theS.M.S.

Dresden but she was later found and sunk on the 14thcMa®15 at

the Island of Juan Fernandez. The Dresden’s crasvimierned by the
Chilean government on the Island of Quiriquina.

When the Japanese entered the First World WareAltied side it was
only a matter of time before the German possessiorShina were
taken over. With this in mind the German Admirattydered Vice-
Admiral Maximilian Graf von Spee to return to Gemgawith his East
Asiatic Squadron. Thus began the journey acras$ticific Ocean to
South America resulting in the Battle of Coroneltbe 1st November
1914 and ultimately the Battle of the Falkland rigls on the 8th.
December 1914.

When Spee reached the Falkland Islands it wastestion to destroy
the Wireless Station, capture the Falkland Islandd to take the
Governor hostage. In fact some of the transpdpgssaccompanying
Vice-Admiral von Spee’s squadron were carrying msupplies and
materials to make this possible. There were cemnalile resources and
manpower available in some of the South Americauntees,
particularly Chile and Argentina, for this to bendo Vice-Admiral von
Spee was at odds with some of his Captains witpesto these
proposals as they thought that it could spell déesafor their return to
Germany, but he overruled them. Their concernsevweoved to be
correct as when they arrived at the Falklands thene met by a British
squadron who had arrived the previous day. Thatevihat followed
resulted in four of the German warships being santhe Battle of the
Falkland Islands.

FRAME 12: KING GEORGE V DEFINITIVE ISSUES, 1921~28.

There were nearly fifty printings of the stampshmMting George V'’s
head between 1912 and 1928 and this exhibit showysaoselection of
the printings with Crown CA watermark.

De La Rue secured the contract for printing thegkieorge V stamps.
The new design was closely based on the stampsegbrevious reign
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with a portrait of the new king. The addition o€aown and the words
‘Postage and Revenue’ above the king's head did embiance the
design, but it remained in use for seventeen years.

All values apart from the 10/- and £1 were printedl912. The red
colour of the 10/- stamp was considered to be iimias to the 1912 5/-
stamp so subsequent printings of this denominatiene printed in

maroon. Both line and comb perforators were used, there was a
marked deterioration of printing quality during th814 — 1918 war
years. Printings from 1921 onwards were made oow€r Script

watermark paper.

FRAME 13: KING GEORGE V POSTAL HISTORY, 1921~29.

Although King Edward VIl died in May 1910, the Felikd Islands did
not issue any stamps with King George V until L8y2. Therefore, in
Falkland Islands philately, the King George V pdripesn’t start until
1912. The design used for the first stamps with frtrait of King
George V was in use until replaced by the Whale Raadguin issue in
1929 but for postal stationery it was used allway through the King
George V period, i.e. until 1937. During this perithe Post Office on
New Island was closed and one was opened in théh &hetlands in
1912 and closed in 1931. Several of the intenlaail ships also used
postal markings between 1911 and 1930. Durindg-ttet World War a
War Tax was introduced for mail sent within the Emp

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE PERIOD

This frame shows examples of postal history froms fheriod and it
includes a number of interesting items, includingreples of scarce
postal stationery (Letter Cards 1913 and 1925, s2egid Envelopes
1919 and 1921, the fourth printing of the 1d. eopel 1937), First
World War censor mail including one of two knownamyples of the
Stanley Censor marking, and examples of all thep Sancellations
including the rare RMS COLUMBUS and straight linPosted on
HMCS AFTERGLOW”.
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POSTAL MARKINGS

A selection of scarce markings were introducedrduthis period used
on the inter-island mail ships:R.M.S. Columbus(1913); R.M.S.
Falkland (1914-1919, 1926-1931) &.M.C.S. Afterglow1922-1926).

POSTAL RATES
There were a number of changes of the postal thtesg this period,
especially the War Tax between 1918 and 1920 amdate change of
1922 which reverted in 1926.

GREAT BRITAIN AND THE EMPIRE

1891 (1 January) Registration fee 2d., Postcaids 1
1898 (25 December)  Printed matt&d. per 20z.
1907 (1 October) 1d. per oz.
1918 (1 October) - War Tax, additional 1d. for 1oz
- 1920 (5 May) ¥2d. per additional oz.
1922 (1 January) Registration fee 3d.

FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Foreign printed matter rates are the same as feat@ritain and the
Empire.

1891 (1 January) Registration fee 2d.

1898 (25 December)  Postcards 1d.

1907 (1 October) 12d. for 10z. + ¥d. per additional oz.

1922 (1 January) 3d. for 1oz. ¥-dl. per additional oz.
Registration fee 3d., Postcard&d.

1926 (1 January) 32d. for 1oz. + ¥d. per additional oz.

FRAME 14: CAMP MAIL TO 1982.

This display features mail relating to the Camp alshcovers all land
outside the capital, Stanley. An Islander, follogvhis visit to London,
remarked upon his return to Stanley in the earlysdéhe Camp was
very hard”. The word was derived from the Spamnighd ‘campo’ or

country. It was not until 1899 that a Post Offieas established in the
Camp, at Fox Bay, West Falkland but the motivafionthis was the
need to issue money orders to meet the demandeoiVest for the
facility to enable the orders to be enclosed withilrarders to the UK
and not to await their return from Stanley. Madntnued to be
gathered at Fox Bay for collection by the mail baatl postmarking in
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Stanley, but the Post Office was not fully funcibfor about 15 years
principally because the Postmasters were invarigtdy Doctors who
were frequently away tending to medical cases tjivout West
Falkland.

On both East and West Falkland farm settlementssigteted around

natural harbours to facilitate the movement of watleepskins and
hides outward and the import of goods and suppligéith just one

regular outlet, settlements on the West outside Bay sent mail on

horse back to there, hopefully to bring back inwandil, and was

lengthy and hazardous. A schedule of sailingsissased (see example)
but was unreliable and it caused much annoyance wékys occurred.
The mail was almost exclusively external in the" 1€ntury the

exceptions being mail to and from the Falklandndk& Company and
local stores but this was not necessarily proceisedigh the postal
system. Farmers going to Stanley would take theighbour’s letters in

mail bags and bring back incoming mail. It is mstied that external
letters to the West numbered about 120 annualli wittward letters

probably being lower because Islanders ‘wrote taadl’. The efforts of

Sir John Henniker-Heaton came to fruition for Iglars on Christmas
day 1898 when internal and external Commonwealibsraf 1d were

introduced.

In 1909 a Post Office was established on New Islansupport of the
newly established local whaling industry but wasseld in 1917 when
whaling ceased in the area. A steamship servioe cbout when the
Falkland Islands Government negotiated a mail eohtiwith the

whaling company in 1910. This transformed the rsailvice, linking

the three post offices, Stanley, Fox Bay and Ndants with calls at

intermediate settlements also, providing delivefy noail to West

Falkland just two days following its arrival frome UK. The steamship
service continued following the end of whaling wilte introduction of

SS Falklandby the Company in 1914,

1944 saw the introduction of an external air seryat this was only
available by air from Montevideo, Uruguay, the ®eas port of call of
the mail steamer. The real impact for Islandersnecawith the
introduction of an internal air service in 1948 wahiwas quickly
switched to seaplanes to facilitate movement of aral passenger.
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A 1971 communications agreement with Argentinattedn external air
service from the lIslands but this ceased followitng Argentine

invasion. The prompt liberation was followed b ttonstruction of an
international airport at Mount Pleasant on Easklgall so the present
air communications are in line with internationahrglards. The
aftermath of the conflict was further implementatiof the Shackleton
Report, notably the purchase and sub- division said of large sheep
farms, but sheep farming is now relatively unimpottto the economy
compared with international fishing

FRAME 15: KING GEORGE V WAR STAMP OVERPRINTS.

During World War 1, a tax was put on postage ratesany countries of

the British Empire. The Falkland Islands were ofi¢he last colonies
to introduce the tax. An order was issued by tbgeg@nor in Council on

29th August 1918 to introduce a tax of one penmyte first ounce and
Y%d for each succeeding ounce or part of it. Focgis the tax was one
shilling for every parcel.

The rate was introduced on 1st October 1918 anddvcentinue in
force until six months after the signing of the geeé&reaty. However the
first overprinting did not take place until 7th ©loer 1918, which could
be considered the first day of issue. The ordes wancelled in
February 1920, but such was the demand from colledhat a fifth and
final overprinting of the stamps was made in Mag@.9

Overprintings were carried out on five dates in @wvernment Printing
Office in Stanley. These were 7th October 1918d2Bnuary, 14th
April and 27th October 1919 and finally 18th May209 The type was
left assembled from October 1918 until after theoBer 1919 printing
(first setting) but was broken down and reassemfdedhe May 1920
overprinting (second setting).

The stamps were all on paper with Multiple Crown ®Atermark. Yzd,
1d and 1/- values were overprinted. Initially 852 printing of the 1/-
values was used on “Turner” paper and the %d angallets were from
the 1918 printing on “Howard” paper. This mearifedtent margins and
sheet sizes which complicated the overprinting. adidition the third
April 1919 overprinting included sheets of the 19&ihting of the %2d
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and 1916 printing of the 1d values, returned fromm $outh Shetlands.
Yet further different margins and sheet sizes chasklitional problems
including leading to the well known damage called Broken “W” in
position 55.

In total over 840,000 stamps were overprinted WttAR STAMP”, a
difficult and painstaking job for the printers. &hnumber of
overprintings, settings, inks used, printings afhgbs and quality of the
typeface give an opportunity for the collector ttain many examples
and varieties.

FRAME 16: SOUTH GEORGIA POST OFFICE TO 1954.

The South Georgia economy during the twentieth wgntwas

inseparably tied to the rise and fall of South Afilea whaling. With

initially land based factories established on SoGtorgia, whaling

prospered, growing rapidly. Expansion continuedtapl931 driven

firstly by factory ships anchored off shore andntiioy pelagic whaling
with ocean going factory ships, processing whakeasses on the high
seas. 1932 apart, profitable times lasted untilrltVVar Il and

afterwards satisfactory returns were achieved @0, but declining
from 1957~58 onwards, with whaling activity finalgeasing in 1969.
To-day the island is once again all but uninhabieedept for a small
scientific community and visits from tourist ships.

The technology was Norwegian and the majority @& whalers were
from Norway, the British were numerically the ndatgest players.
Christian Salvesen of Leith, a Scottish compangyed a leading role,
operating factories on shore and at sea, but tireepr was an Argentine
company ‘Pesca’, [Compafiia Argentina de Pesca 8adidndnimal.
Germany was a late entrant, with factory ships eedhers for a few
seasons immediately prior to World War II.

POST OFFICE
The first, and only, post office was opened in Delger 1909 at
Grytviken, the administrative centre, which opedatgthin the Falkland

Islands’ legal frameworkFalkland Islands postage rates applied and

their stamps were used until 1944nitially a datestamp, Falkland
Islands type F.4D, was provided, to be used in wmtjon with a
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SOUTH
GEORIA
hand-stamp,
whilst
awaiting the
first true
South Georgia
datestamp,
type SG.1 in
service from
June 1910.
Types SG.2,
SG3 & SGA4 Provisional Handstamp, 1911

followed, the last in 1933. In July 1910, registtmail services began.

Given South Georgia’s remoteness, well away froippshg route, and
having no airport, it is not surprising that losaibcks occasionally ran
out before replacements arrived; stamps and ragmtr labels were
both affected, more than once, but not coincidentlyhe Island was
administrated as part of the Falkland Islands ur@#4 when its status
was changed. Four separate Dependencies of tkiarfehlslands were
created - South Georgia, Graham Land, South Orkreys South
Shetlands. In line with the changed political wsat Dependency
datestamps and ‘South Georgia’ overprinted stamese wised from
February 1944; the stamps until the first Falkldsldnd Dependency
definitive ‘Map’ issue, on sale 1 February 19463tb January 1954,
valid in all four territories.

THE DISPLAY

The period covered is 1909 to 1954, showing exasnple cover, of
datestamps, used to cancel stamps, South Georgistra¢ion label
(only type SG 5, others are to be seen in the compgostal history
display), civil censor markings and the some exgadisolutions,
deployed at times of no stock.

As an example, the ‘Paid at South Georgia’ prowiaidiandstamp, was

introduced to alleviate 1d and 21 stamp shortages, caused by an

unexpected heavy demand from the visiting GermanthSdPolar
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Expedition. The handstamp was in use from 18 Gutd®11 until
February 1912.

FRAME 17: SOUTH GEORGIA POSTAL HISTORY TO 1945.

There has only ever been one post office on Soetir@a at Grytviken,
the island’s administrative centre. Whaling was ¢tominant activity,
employing several thousand men during the austrahser; arriving at
the beginning of the whaling season by ship, atutmeng as the season
closed by ship, hopefully fully laden with whalipgoducts, principally
refined whale oil; a small number would ‘over-wirifeundertaking
plant and equipment maintenance.

Whaling was hazardous and the work conditions harghail was
important, a morale booster. Dispatch and recdipiail was uncertain,
there were no mailship timetables; South Georgepdato the South
Atlantic Ocean was thousands of miles from esthbtisshipping routes,
the island covered in snow in winter.

WHALERS

The technology was Norwegian; the best catchersedaom southern

Norway. The first whaling station was establislred 904 by PESCA,

an Argentine company, but with significant Norwegiaput; it closed

in 1960. Christian Salvesen, active 1909 to 1908s the leading
British company, the second largest nationalityugro During the

1920’s whale processing moved progressively fromsbaore, or with

ships anchored close inshore with easy accesgdb fvater, to pelagic
whaling using floating factory ships able to operait sea, close to
where whales were found.

MAILSHIPS

No reasonable opportunity for the despatch of wait refused using
ships during the season returning north to Eurbgscally tankers or
transporters, either directly or via the Falklarstamds, Argentina or
other intermediary ports. Mail would be writtendatch the mailship,
the next opportunity might be several weeks awHye was virtually no
chance to send mail outside of the season, whigiedlly lasted some
100 days between late November and early April.
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PRINCIPAL POSTAGE RATES, SURFACE MAIL, 1 OZ.

Inland To UK Post card Post card
Period and Foreign UK & .
to FI . . Foreign
Empire Empire
To 1921 1d 1d 2Yd 1d 1d
From 1
111922 1d 1d 3d 1d 1%-d
From
11.1926 1d 1d 2v-d 1d 1%d
From
1.9.1940 1d 1d 3d 1d 2d
From
151948 1d 2v~d 3d 1d 2d

Registration, per item : up to 1.1.1922 - 2d, thésr - 3d.

Officially, the Airmail service was extended to Souseorgia from 1
July 1947 at 2/3- per 5gms, reducing to 1/3 pems gn 1.5.1948, and
to 1/- per 5 gms, from 6.10.1950.

FRAME 18: SOUTH SHETLANDS, 1912~31.

Port Foster, on Deception Island, was made a P&mnty on 1 October
1912 - a customs port for entry into, or deparfowen, Falkland Islands
territorial waters, a place for collecting whalé duties. Additionally a

Post Office was opened to service the whaler’s.mails remained open
until the end of the 1931 season, when the whaditagion ceased
operation.

As part of Operation Tabarin a British base (Bayari a Post Office at
Deception Island was reopened in 1944 and remaiped until 1967,

when much of the base was destroyed in a volcanien.

E.B. Binnie was appointed Magistrate and CoronePat Foster on

Deception Island in the South Shetlands, on 15ttol@r 1912, for a
period of 6 months. His duties included that oftR@ster.
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There was no canceller available for corresponde@e 6th March
1913, a wireless signal was received from the Pasiten at Port Stanley

to authorise the obliteration of postage stampé wie words “PORT
FOSTER”. Mr Binnie produced a simple one-line magkifrom
printer’s type. It has a characteristic weak “Sfolpably caused by a
fault in the setting which caused the unevenness.

Only low values were used with the handstamp, ahad limited use,
the Hektoria carrying the handstamp arriving back in Stanlethatend
of the whaling season on 27th March 1913.

The Post Office at Port Foster, Deception Islaraigied simple postal
services to the whalers of the shore based whédicipry constructed
by the Norwegian company A/S Hektor and laterh® ftoating factory
ships anchored off shore in Whalers Bay. It wasnofor just the
southern summer whaling season, typically November April,
commencing in November 1912 and closing finallyMarch 1931, in
consequence of the ending of local on-shore landedawhale
processing, losing out to low cost pelagic whaling.

FRAMES 19 & 20: KING GEORGE V WHALE & PENGUIN
DEFINITIVE ISSUE, & POSTAL HISTORY, 1929~37.

The first Pictorial issue of the Falkland Islandasvwsubmitted for tender
to De La Rue & Co; Harrison & Sons and Perkins Bawdo was
finally awarded the contract as it was the cheajeester.

Frame 19 attempts to show the preliminary Essaysnited by the
three companies and finally the Progressive DieoRBreroduced by
Perkins Bacon and showing the build up to the fatanp.

Frame 20 shows some of the uses of this issuepa€@itular note are
those on whaling covers and used from Fox Bay andhSGeorgia.
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FRAME 21: KING GEORGE V CENTENARY
COMMEMORATIVES.

The 1933 Centenary Issue was produced to mark I€dysyof
permanent British settlement of the Falkland Istand

Mr George Roberts, the leading promoter of the pté&sue, designed
most of the stamps from photographs, using a stoalinera with glass
plates. He coloured them by hand using ‘Velox $pmment Water
Color Stamps’ made by Eastman Kodak of Rochestew Mork.

King George V officially approved the final desigos 23 July 1932 at
Buckingham Palace. They were engraved and recdsse@ by
Bradbury Wilkinson. The stamps were printed 6@ tquarter sheet of
‘Multiple Script CA watermarked paper thick’. Thgum was pure
Arabic.

There were two printings of each value except theoBwhich there
were three printings. The first printing was skigpto the Falkland
Islands on 2&Beptember 1932, the second printing on 14 Janwry (
values except the £1) and the third printing od@&8 1933 (3d and £1)

The current definitives were taken off sale anddietenary stamps first
issued on 2 January 1933. The issue was withdfesvn sale on 31
December 1933 and the remainders destroyed.

Because the printings were small, the differendsvéen those of the
high values can be determined from the size ok#teedge, which was
cut in one operation.

FRAME 22: KING GEORGE VI FIRST DEFINITIVE ISSUE,
1938~50.

The first pictorial issues of George VI were onesftbm January 1938
to December 1951 in the Falklands. They were thkan off sale and
the final stock remaining at the Post Office ané theasury were
destroyed in March 1952. The issue was invalidatelily 1964.
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George Roberts is credited with the design of idgse and in January
1938 he was presented with a copy of the set bystheernment. Also
shown is the original set of 12, perforated SPECNME

The stamps were recess printed by Bradbury Wilkineosheets of 60,
on paper watermarked upright multiple CA and linerforated 12.
Papers and gum initially were thick, opaque andaronge gradually
becoming, by 1949, thin, transparent and whiterlyBarintings often
have somewhat yellowed gum.

Sheet margins were wide and generous for the 186#ng. Bradbury
Wilkinson sheets are numbered upwards for eachevaknt to the
Islands. The size of the margins usually goverinedlocation of the
numbers in the top left or top right corners.

Arrival dates are shown at the Treasury, Port 81a(fS) or the Crown
Agents (CA) and are in sheets of sixty. Delivenesre usually split
between Port Stanley and the Crown Agents.

Stamps are shown used at Port Stanley, Fox Baymepmkndency
(usually South Georgia) Post Offices, the datesasfcellation being
contemporary to the dates of issue.

FRAME 23: KING GEORGE VI POSTAL HISTORY, 1937~52.

The first Falkland stamps of the reign of King GgoWI, who ascended
the throne on 11 December 1936, were the Y2d, 1d2atd values
issued to mark the event of the Coronation on 1% M837. The

postage rate for letters sent by surface mail tgldfrd at the time was
1d per ounce, this rate dated back to 1907 andappBcable until 1

May 1948 when new rates came into force. The Cuiom issue was
withdrawn from sale 31 December 1937 and the staeipsined valid

for postage until 30 September 1951, the King Gedv{ pictorials

were issued 3 January 1938.
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FRAME 24: WW [l POSTAL HISTORY.

The proclamation establishing censorship of maits wigned by the
Falklands Governor, Sir Herbert Henniker-Heaton26nAugust 1939.
Censor labels were printed in Port Stanley in tygentical to the
Falklands Gazette.

The first censor seals printed in Port Stanley thedwording ‘Opened
by Censor’ 84mm in length with a 9mm gap betweemd&o A later
printing reduced the gap to 5mm and thus a primgtie of 75mm. As
far as is ascertainable these were the only carisor seals used in the
Falkland Islands.

FRAME 25: OPERATION TABARIN, 1943~45.

Named after a Paris night club and more formallpvim asNaval
Party 475, Operation Tabarin was a small British expedition launched
from the UK in 1943 to the Antarctic to establiggtrpanently-occupied
bases.

REASONS FOR THE EXPEDITION

There were several reasons for Tabarin. Priohéostart of the war,
German aircraft had dropped markers with swast&ea®ss Queen
Maud Land in an attempt to create a territorialngla In 1943, British

personnel fromHMS Caernarvon Castleemoved Argentinean flags
from Deception Island. There were also concerrthimvithe Foreign

Office about the direction of United States' posrvactivity in the

region. In the first instance action was initiatedestablish solid British
claims to various uninhabited islands and part®uofarctica. British

concerns in the area were reinforced by Argentirsyanpathies toward
Germany.

Secondly, there was a need to deny opportunitiegshéo enemy.

Germany was known to use remote islands as rendszwaints and as
shelters for raiders, U-boats and supply shipssoAin 1941, there had
been a fear that Japan might attempt to seizeataRd Islands, either
as a base or to hand them to Argentina, thus gaipatitical advantage
for the Axis and denying their use to Britain. Bption Island, in the
British South Shetland Islands, possessed a sbél@rchorage with an
old Norwegian whaling station. In 1941, the BhtigaboardHMS
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Queen of Bermudahad taken the precaution of destroying coal dumps
and oil tanks there, to prevent their possiblehysthe Germans.

It has also been suggested that the operation e partially been a
disinformation exercise, nominally to detect suspécGerman naval
replenishment activity - information which was,fact, being obtained
from the cracking of the Enigma machine. Whettrenat this was the
case may be revealed when the remaining governfifesnare released.
THE EXPEDITION

Led by Lieutenant James Marr, the fourteen stroegmt left the
Falkland Islands in two shipsiMS William Scoresb{a minesweeping
trawler) and Fitzroy, on Saturday January 29, 1944. Marr had
accompanied the British explorer Ernest Shackleinnhis Antarctic
expeditions on the 1920s.

Bases were established during February near thedabhad Norwegian
whaling station on Deception Island (February 3)ere the Union Flag
was hoisted in place of Argentinean flags, andoat Pockroy (February
11) on the coast of Graham Land. A further base famasded at Hope
Bay on February 13, 1945, after a failed attempuntbad stores on
February 7, 1944.

British territorial claims were further enhanced thg issue of postage
stamps

REACTION

The decision to launchabarinwas not, apparently, a political decision.
Winston Churchill was out of the country and a mefrmm him,
following news of the bases in the press, alsocatgs that he was
apparently unaware of the decision. In it, he egpes concern that the
move may harm relations with the United Statesrdutihe preparations
for Operation Overlord (the invasion of NormandyA. reply from the
Foreign Office indicated that the operation wasithied not because the
USA had failed to recognise British claims to thegritory, but to
reassert British territorial claims against Argaeti and Chilean
incursion.
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POST-WAR DEVELOPMENTS

Following the end of the War, in 1945 Operatibabarin bases were
handed over to the civilians of the Falkland Iskridependencies
Survey (FIDS), subsequently renamed the Britishafatic Survey
(BAS).

The ownership of the South Shetland Islands hastoydie decided.
British claims, and Argentinean and Chilean claitosthe islands have
been put to one side to allow scientific reseaocbontinue. The United
States and Russia have reserved their right to teakirial claims.

FRAMES 26 & 27: AIR MAILS, 1939~52.

Postal matter for onward transmission by air frononkévideo was
accepted at Stanley and Fox Bay post offices frBmdgust 1944. Air
mail labels were provided and initially the postagee for letters to the
UK, based on the sterling equivalent of rates neédrom Uruguay, was
3/6d for the first 5 grams.

Prior to air mail facilities being available frorhet Falklands in 1944,
transatlantic services had been used to reduceedglime of mail from
UK to Uruguay for shipping to the Islands. Podicefcircular No 3728
of 23.9.1942 stated “Air mail correspondence may he accepted for
the Falkland Islands...... correspondence is forwafdsd Montevideo
to destination by sea. Rates of postage are iyogkcable for airmail
correspondence to Uruguay”. The rate for a letimmveyed by air
throughout was 3/6d and the circular stated, “Guoadence should be

endorsed ‘North Atlantic Air Services™.

Air mail services between Europe and South Amezaramenced in the
late 1920’s with flights from France via Senegdh 1934 Germany
began a service to South America by flying boaterlaassisted by
Zepplin airships in the summer months. All letthesl to be endorsed
with the preferred route but the outbreak of warlBB89 ended the
service via Germany and the following year the iserwia France
ceased.
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FRAME 28: KING GEORGE VI SECOND DEFINITIVE &
INTERIM ISSUES.

It was decided in 1951 to produce a new set ofndefée stamps to

replace the first set of King George VI stamps thatl been on sale
since January 1938. Victor Spencer, the Falklatahtds Government
Air Service pilot who had some graphic design irajn submitted a set
of drawings for these stamps to Sir Miles Cliffotde Governor of the
Falkland Islands. Once approved by the Govertase were sent to
the Crown Agents in London who arranged for the gietion of the

artwork and the production of these stamps by Wiéate& Sons Ltd.

The set comprised fourteen stamps, the %2d, 1d2%2di, 4d, 6d, 9d,
1/3d, 10/- and £1 in horizontal format and the Bd, 2/6d and 5/-, in
vertical format. Two printing plates were made éach value which
produced two panes of 60 stamps on each sheetpafr.palt would
appear that, with the exception of the 3d, 1/-, 2f&dl values, all these
sheets were guillotined and trimmed to produce regpasheets of 60
stamps before being perforated. The remainingethedues appear to
have been perforated before being guillotined anthted.

The first printing of the stamps arrived at Porri¢y on 28 November
1951 and went on sale on 2 January 1952. ®ebBuary 1952 King
George V1 died and with large stocks of the newhluéed stamps on
hand no definitives were immediately produced foz hew monarch,
indeed further printings of the ¥2d, 1d, 5/-, 1Gid £1 values of the old
design were made in 1953.

By 1954 there was a need for more of the lower amland it was
decided to reprint the %d, 1d, 2d, 6d, 9d and alues but with the
Queen’s portrait. These values were introduceéhdut955 and 1956
and were used alongside the George VI stamps @fibruary 1960
when they were all withdrawn.

The George VI stamps were invalidated on 1 July91&&d the Queen
Elizabeth 1l stamps were invalidated on 31 May 1972
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FRAME 29: KING GEORGE VI POSTAL HISTORY, 1952~60.

The new King George VI stamps were issued on 2algni952 and
although the King died shortly after this on 6 Jnyul952, they
continued to be on sale until 9 February 1960.

Further stocks of the %2d, 1d, 2d, 6d, 9d and llzesawere required,
and these were issued during 1955 and 1957, wélQileen’s portrait
replacing that of King George VI and used alongdite George VI
stamps. Many values continued on sale until wétafr on 9February
1960.

As the first George VI issue of 1938-50 was notalidated until 1 July
1964, they can be found used in the period 195R+G@®mbination with
the later issues.

The principal postage rates during the period 18521960 are as
follows:-

Surface Letter Inland British Foreign
Commonwealth

1.1.1952 - 1d 2v2d (10z) 3d (10z)+2d each extra

30.6.1953 0z

1.7.1953 - 1 2Y%d (10z) 5d (10z) +3d each extra

31.3.1959 0z

1.4.1959 - onwards 1d 2%d (10z) 5%d (10z) +3d each
extra oz

Surface Postcard

1.1.1952 - 1d 1d 2d

30.6.1953

1.7.1953 - onwards 1d 1d 3d

Throughout the period the airmail letter arte wagpér 5 grams, the rate
for an air letter form was 6d, and the registrafies 3d.

FRAME 30: FID POSTAL HISTORY 1946~82.

In July 1945 with the ending of the Second Worldrvim Europe,
Operation Tabarin, which had initially set up bagethe Antarctic was
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renamed the Falkland Islands Dependencies Survel tmas not until
January 1946 that the Tabarin personnel were egliev

At this time the Falkland Islands Dependencies isted of South
Georgia, South Sandwich Islands, South ShetlanoisthSOrkneys and
Grahamland. In addition to the whaling stationd gavernment offices
at South Georgia, there were bases at DeceptiandsSouth Shetlands
and at Hope Bay and Port Lockroy in Grahamland.

Over the ensuing years further bases were estellliskach being
designated with a letter for use in official comrimations as follows :-

Port Lockroy G Admiralty Bay O Danco Island
Deception Island H Signy Island T Adelaide Island
Cape Geddes J Prospect Point View Point

Hope Bay KG Fossil Bluff W Detaile Island

Stonington Island M South Georgia YHorseshoe Island
By 1982 all these bases had closed with the exaemf Argentine
Islands (renamed Faraday in 1980), Signy IslandjttSdseorgia,
Adelaide Island (base moved to Rothera Point andmed Rothera in
1977) and Halley Bay. There was a further charfgeame in 1962

from Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey to Brifigtarctic Survey.

From 1946 until 1954 the Dependencies had their stamps up to the
1/- but used Falkland Islands stamps for valuewdset 1/3d and £1.
From 1954 until 1963 they had their own stampsaibivalues but in
that year the Falkland Islands Dependencies cemsexkist and the
separate territories of South Georgia and Britightafctic Territory
were created, each with its own stamps. This tmacontinued until
1980 when South Georgia was re-titled as Falklarsands
Dependencies but this was changed again in 198¢h Saeorgia and
South Sandwich Islands.

This display gives a brief insight into the postabktory of the
Dependencies in their various guises from 1944 u882.
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FRAME 31: QE Il DEFINITIVES : FID SHIPS ISSUE, 1954~62.

This set of fifteen stamps was recess printed ieetshof sixty by
Waterlow & Sons Ltd., London and, in 1962, the ¢htewest values
were reprinted by De La Rue & Co Ltd. The stamppict Antarctic
exploration ships from 1897 to 1952, this being twden age of
Antarctic exploration. The illustrations were stéal by Sir Miles
Clifford K.B.E., C.M.G., E.D., Governor of the F#dkd Islands from
1946 until 1954.

15 values depicting Ships connected with Antarctica

%d John Biscoe 1947-52  Waterlow (29.9.53, 7.10.54 & 31.8.56)
De La Rue (17.5.62)
1d Trepassey 1945-47 Waterlow (29.9.53 & 5.12.55)
De La Rue (7.2.62)
1%2d Wyatt Earp 1934-36 Waterlow (29.9.53 & 27.10.55)
De La Rue (24.9.62)
2d Eagle 1944-45 Waterlow (29.9.53 & 24.10.56)
2Y%d Penola 1934-37 Waterlow (29.9.53, 3.5.56 & 16.7.59)
3d Discovery Il 1929-37  Waterlow (29.9.53)
4d William Scoresby 1926-48/aterlow (29.9.53 & 24.10.56)
6d Discovery 1925-27 Waterlow (29.9.53)
9d Endurance 1914-16 Waterlow (29.9.53)
1/- Deutschland 1910-12 Waterlow (29.9.53, 24.10.56 &

16.7.59)
2/- Pourquoi-Pas? 1908-10 Waterlow (29.9.53)
2/6 Francais 1903-05 Waterlow (29.9.53)
5/- Scotia 1902-04 Waterlow (29.9.53)
10/- Antarctic 1901-03 Waterlow (29.9.53)
£1 Belgica 1897-99 Waterlow (29.9.53)

This set of stamps was considered to be the lasheofclassic era of
issues and has stood the test of time, as it isjasiras popular today as
when the stamps were first issued.

Recess printed by Waterlow and in 1962, by De La &sing Waterlow

printing plates on paper, Watermark Multiple Scripf, perforated
12%.
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Withdrawn 16 July 1963 and Invalidated 1July 1969.

The ships depicted represented eight differenbnatand were built in
six different countries:
Wilmington U.S.A.  John Biscoe

Newfoundland. Trepassey.

Scotland. Discovery.

France. Penola, Pourquoi-Pas?, Francais.
England. Discovery Il, William Scoreshy.
Norway. Wyatt Earp, Eagle, Endurance, Scotia,

Antarctic, Belgica.

The nations represented are

England John Biscoe, Trepassey, Eagle, Discovery ll,
William Scoreshby, Discovery & Endurance.

France. Pourquoi-Pas? & Francais

Australia. Penola. Scotland Scotia

Germany. Deutschland. Sweden

Antarctic

Belgium. Belgica USA. Wyatt

Earp.

There are numerous re-entries and retouches tondertuof the values
but the 1d value has a large number of notableicbs and re-entries
on both the Waterlow and De La Rue printings, havefiese errors are
not consistent throughout both printings as De Lae Roartially
reworked the plates before printing.

FRAME 32: QUEEN ELIZABETH II COMMEMORATIVES,
1953~82.

HM Queen Elizabeth Il acceded to the throne orddeth of her father,
King George VI, on 6 February 1952. The first Fatkl Islands stamps
to bear Her Majesty’'s portrait was that issued ¢anmemorate her
Coronation in June 1953. It would be a further fx@ars before the first
QE definitive appeared.

In the period 1953-82, forty-nine special (i.e. fa®finitive) issues were
released, of which 36 may be considered to be conuraives. The
other 13 issues, illustrating the flora and fauh¢éhe Falklands and the
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surrounding ocean, or aspects of human activitghenlslands or their
history, are not covered in this display.

Of the commemorative issues, 25 mark anniversamebs 1 relate to
then-current or recent events. The islands beémgesl by the Crown
Agents during this period, there are inevitablyegal’omnibus issues, of
which 8 commemorate Royal occasions. Almost halilbthe issues
relate particularly to the Falkland Islands.

The display includes examples of the 113 commeriveragtamps,

together with a selection of minor varieties andeotitems of especial
interest. The latter includelie Proof, animperforate stamp mounted

on aPrinter’'s Presentation Card (sheet 5), anthajor varieties (sheet

16).

FRAME 33: FI & DEPENDENCIES AIR LETTER FORMS.

By order in Council on 5 March 1945, the Post Qff{é\ir Letter Fees)
Order 1945 became law. By this order, on or af@mMarch 1945air
letters for onward transmission by air from Mont®o to any
destination within the British Empire were accepiedny Post Office
within the Colony and its Dependencies.

The order specified that only authorised air leti®ms would be
accepted and that these would be available fromh Pdfices at d
each. The first air letters, of which there weighe printings, were
supplied from surplus stock by the British forcegtie Islands and bear
the inscription “Army Form W4077” in the bottom highand corner of
the address panel. They also had the stamp apaics obliterated by a
black block and the words “FALKLAND ISLANDS AND
DEPENDENCIES” printed at the top of the form by tBevernment
printing office in Stanley. The last sales of #ésok place in March
1947 with un-overprinted forms being issued afteat date and from 1

July 1947 the d charge was dropped. From 14 February 1966 the ai

letter facility was extended to the rest of the iorin addition to the
forms available from the Post Office, many peopie dusinesses
ordered their own supplies of forms, some of whigre printed with
personal or business particulars. On 9 January 18& Post Office
issued the first of the postage paid forms (8p karad 9p large) to be
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followed with further printings and types as chargecreased and with
Christmas aerogramme in 1978, 1979 and 1980.

Initially, only two stamps were permitted to pay thostage, but from 1
July 1947 only one stamp was allowed. Althoughk tuntinued until 1
July 1970, when the restriction was removed, it Moseem that no
action was taken if excess stamps were used. Atime have

enclosures been permitted.

The postal rates for the first few years which gapbnly to small size
forms, were as follows :-

UK, Eire & British British Eastern
From Trinidad  Western Hemisphere Hemisphere
possessions Possessions.
10.03.45 1/- 1/6d 2/-
13.10.45 6d ad 1/3d

From 1 May 1948 the rates ceased to reflect thénagisn of the air
letter and changed according to the size of thafor

From Small Forms Large forms
01.05.48 6d -
01.07.70 9d -
15.02.71 4p -
01.01.74 6p P
01.08.75 7 p 8p
01.10.76 8p 9p
02.10.79 9p 10p
15.04.81 until 11p 12p
14.04.82

FRAME 34: QE Il DEFINITIVES : BIRDS ISSUE, 1960~68.

New KG VI definitives were released on 2 Januarg2l&nd despite the
death of the King some weeks later; most valuesamead on sale until
replaced by the Birds issue in 1960. Reprintsr &5 were revised;
the Queen’s head replaced her Father’s.
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The Falkland Island
Postal Administration

instructed Crown THE FALKLAND ISLANDS
PHILATELIC STUDY GROUP

Agents [CA] to

com mlSSlOn an a”- Monograph No6  June 2000

new definitive issue
for ‘Postage’ and
Revenue’ use, {(
feature Falkland bird;
and to be produced b
traditional recess
printing. Waterlow &
Sons won contract 1960101968
for plate engraving
and production. Thq
company, however
soon decided @ td ©2000
concentrate on th
bank note market an
surrendered the contract, after completing théainitrint run. CA relet
the production contract to De La Rue for all sulosen reprints.

This display is from the collection of the authdr FIPSG’s ‘Birds
Issue’ Monograph. It opens with the set of 15 galdrom the first
printing by Waterlow, each stamp being from the dtedoosition of the
bottom row of the sheet with the printer's imprim the attached
margin. Examples of the 5 values produced by DeRug (DLR)
follow.

The BIRDS DEFINITIVES

of the FALKLAND ISLANDS

H. A. Osborme MA

During the DLR period, the paper supplied by Crodgents increased
in size and changed the watermark in 1966 fromglprio sideways.
For the last printing, the paper reverted to thiéiainsize, used by
Waterlow. One sheet of %d stamps was printed wititermark
inverted, the only known unused example is showlhe one-frame
display ends with an example of revenue usage.

FRAME 35: QE Il DEFINITIVES : FLOWERS ISSUE, 1968~74.

This frame illustrates the work carried out in theeparation for this
issue, and is largely from the ‘Goaman Archive’.
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In 1967 the Falkland islands stamp Committee decidereplace the
‘birds’ definitive issue originally issued in 190ittv an all floral
definitive issue.

The Crown Agents wrote to Sylvia Goaman on March 1287 to
confirm a contract to prepare rough designs arighfed artwork.

The sources were from the following:-

22 Plants from Mrs EF Valentine’s book, published 921.

29 Colour transparencies from the Islands supflie&ir Cosmo
and Lady Haskard, WH Thompson, and T Spruce andoidur
transparencies from Dr Moore of Leicester Univgrsitho had
first hand knowledge of all the plants.

A silhouette photograph featuring ferns and leaves
Specimens of Fern, Pig Vine, Diddle Dee and Fedigiower.

1 Anthony Buckley portrait of the Queen (No 4929:24

By April 1967, it was confirmed that 18 colour rdudesigns should be
prepared at £10 each and subsequently thirteemustebn pieces of
finished artwork should be prepared (5.856 x 3.B88es) at £40 each.
The rough designs were to be completed by Marchar&d finished
artwork a month later.

The Buckley portrait of the Queen was not used Mighael Goaman
was commissioned to produce a new one at a c&=todf.

The value tablets were not allocated to any pdafadenomination, and
these were chosen by Sylvia Goaman. The Diddle ee'national’
plant was eventually switched from the 8 value to the 6d as this
stamp would have the most overseas use.

FRAME 36: QE Il DEFINITIVES : MAILSHIPS ISSUE, 1978 ~80.

This frame illustrates the work carried out in {eparation of this
issue. The ‘Mailships’ were the work of John Smithocal artist and
the overall design was by Richard Granger Barrett.
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The exhibit also draws attention to additional finigs of the stamps FRAMES 37 & 38: 1982 CONFLICT POSTAL HISTORY.
unadvertised by the Crown Agents. The reprintseweainly used in

the production of stamp booklets. Invasion, Occupation, & Liberation of the Falklaisthnds

2 April 1982 ~ 14 June 1982

2 April 1982. 06.30 hours. York Bay. Falklarsteihds
A.R.A."CABO SAN ANTONIO"

Disembarks 2,800 Argentine Troops, Equipment & 18dured Personnel
Carriers.

The exhibit shows items of mail, a telegram (fromgéntine Nationals
to Argentine Governor of the Falkland Islands, GaheMario
Bengamin Menendez), commercial mail bearing Fatklaslands
postage stamps, Port Stanley cancellations, Amgemtandstamp "9409
Islas Malvinas * Republica Argentina”, camp magfated mail, inland
and international mail (franked with Argentine @@ stamps),
conscript mail, patriotic mail, censor mail, infgnand Air Force cachet
covers, Red Cross mail; use of O.H.M.S. coverst Pdfice telegram
envelopes; and British aerogrammes, by Argentinescdpts. In a
British Forces Air letter, sent from Ajax Bay, cailed "Field Post
Office 141" 31 MY 1982., the writer states, "he Hmeen involved in
building a landing strip at Port San Carlos, and 8hip (Atlantic
Conveyor) carrying the remainder of their stores baen hit, but is
being towed in". Ending with recovered mail ex soilm of
Tumbledown Mountain; Prisoner of War identificatidabel (P&O
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Canberra, baggage label), POW mail, and closindh \&ittelegram,
declaring the cessation of hostilities, and sureendf all Argentine
Armed Forces (Signed J.J. Moore).

FRAMES 39 & 40: EPHEMERA.

By definition ephemera are those things which atamtended to have a
permanent life, something to be used and dispofeand so the very
survival of such scraps of history is a part oféxeitement of collecting
in this area. The ephemeral suggests rarity bigtdbes not always
translate into value; so it is an ancillary areaoaf collecting hobby
where progress need

not come at a high

price. Moreover, and

as these exhibited

items hopefully show,

it is a field in which

definition is almost

entirely in the hands of

the collectors

themselves — you can

collect what you want

to collect!

These sheets have

three main elements.

In the first frame an

attempt is made to

show both the macro

and micro aspects of

ephemera. The

diversity of what

might form an

ephemera collection

occupies the first half

of the frame; whilst in the second half a very #pesub-section of
Falkland Islands related material, items relatedh® Pacific Steam
Navigation Company, a mail carrier to the Islarade, displayed.

The second frame concentrates on an area wherehilaelist and
ephemerist meet. The outer wrapping, envelope&aus; whatever, of
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an item of mail serves to protect, authorise amecdliit, and this is the
concern of the philatelist. To sender and reciptlis outer skin is
ephemera, something to be discarded and destrayedl,it is the
contents that are the vital part of the transacti®o the ephemerist the
contents are ephemera and therefore importantleBs the envelope is
secondary and the variety of material that mighinkieis displayed.

--000000--
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